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Introduction

Welcome to the first edition of European Butterflies. I would particularly like to
thank the contributors to this initial magazine for their articles and photographs.
This magazine has been written by enthusiasts for enthusiasts but also the
general reader. The aim is to include articles about Conservation, Photography,
Life Cycle, Field Trips, Butterfly Sites, and particular butterfly species or
groups from across Europe, written by local experts as well as by visitors.

If you are reading this for the first time and would like to contribute to the
magazine in the future, please contact me by September 30" 2018. I would like
to encourage contributions from individuals and societies as well as
organisations with a commercial interest.

Although there is a significant amount of conservation work being undertaken
across Europe it appears to me that a step change is needed. Conservation tends
to concentrate on specific sites, this has to be extended to joined up sites and
areas. Nature conservation organisations have to combine their efforts not just
for butterflies but for all wildlife. For butterflies, a breeding programme of
butterflies is required, so that sites can have their populations supplemented, not
only with current species, but also with new species. We can no longer wait for
nature to take its course.

Jason Sargerson
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Baton Blue male, Signes, 05.04.17 (OH)

Cuers, Biotope Provence Hairstreak, 05.04.17 (OH)

Violet Fritillary, Plan-d'Aups, 06.04.17 (DM)

Southern Grizzled Skipper, Plan-d’Aups, 06.04.17 (DM)

Butterflies in South-East France (PACA)

Three friends of the Belgian workgroup butterflies from the
Flemish Entomological Society made a butterfly trip in the
spring of 2017 to South Eastern France, in particular the
PACA region. Unlike in Belgium, a good number of
butterfly species can be found in southern neighboring
countries from mid-March. During the journey we are
fortunate to find optimal weather conditions almost
continuously. Temperatures up to 24° C are no exception.
The main goal of this trip is to find the Provence
Hairstreak, (Tomares ballus) and the Spring Ringlet,
(Erebia epistygne) and their biotopes, with of course also
attention for other species, both overwintering and
interesting spring species. PACA (Provence-Alpes-Cote
d'Azur) is aregion in south-eastern France and consists of 6
departments (Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, Hautes-Alpes,
Alpes-Maritimes, Bouches-du-Rhone, Var and
Vaucluse).Total area of this region is 31,400 km? and it has
5 million inhabitants.

Tuesday, April4,2017 - First fleeting Spring Ringlet

On the first day we head for the area between Cuges-les-
Pins and Plan-d'Aups-Sainte-Baume. A beautiful walk on
the southern flank of the Pic de Bertagne already yields a
first fleeting encounter with one of our target species,
Spring Ringlet, at an altitude of 915 metres. Confidence is
growing that the timing of the journey is well co-ordinated
with the flight time of at least one of our target species.

Several examples of the following species are observed:
Green Hairstreak, Provence Orange-tip, Baton Blue,
Western Dappled White, Black-eyed Blue, Speckled
Wood, Wall Brown, Large Tortoiseshell, Réal's Wood
White or Cryptic Wood White.

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 - First observation of the

Provence Hairstreak

In the morning a biotope north of Signes is chosen. Green
Hairstreak and Baton Blue, fly in large numbers. We are
witnessing oviposition of a female Orange-tip, For the first
time on this trip we see Southern Grizzled Skipper and
Violet Fritillary. In the afternoon a first biotope near Cuers
is visited to find our second target species, the Provence
Hairstreak. On Ribwort Plantain, (Plantago lanceolata),
we find a number of caterpillars of the Glanville Fritillary.
In addition to the first observation of a Brown Argus, there
is already a first encounter with a single Provence
Hairstreak that is abruptly ended by the only rain shower
of our trip.

Thursday, April 6, 2017 - Looking for other sites of the
Provence Hairstreak

In Saint-Cyr-sur-Mer and Bandol we look for the Provence
Hairstreak. A number of the historically known locations
of this rare butterfly border on habitation. We fear for the
existence of these vulnerable populations. In Saint-Cyr-
sur-Mer we manage to find, on a small grassland, a single
Provence Hairstreak. During the entire journey we
consistently capture all Marbled Whites in the hope of
spotting Portuguese Dappled White. All specimens (not
only here) appear to be Western Dappled Whites. At both
locations we see Candytuft (/beris spec.) blooming
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exuberantly. All Whites are checked and are almost all
Southern Small White. We also see numerous Wall
Brown, Green hairstreak, Scarce Swallowtail, and
Swallowtail. Both Brimstone and Cleopatra are
observed.

In the area of Bandol we also see the typical southern
species Geranium Bronze, Long-tailed Blue and we
observe oviposition of Large White. In the afternoon we
head for Plan-d'Aups-Sainte-Baume. There is not enough
time to visit the suitable biotopes for Spring Ringlet, but a
walk on the north side of the Pic de Bertagne yields a
number of beautiful species including large numbers of
Large Tortoiseshell, Small Tiger Blue, a very photogenic
Violet Fritillary, and four Southern Grizzled Skippers,
forma faras, characterized by the extensive white spots on
the upper side of the forewings.

Friday, April 7,2017 - The epistygne heaven

From the Hotel Lou Pébre D'ai we take a steep walk up on
the Pic de Bertagne. Atop, we immediately find masses of
Spring Ringlets, which, to our great annoyance, are very
difficult to photograph in nature. A second highlight is the
observation of a worn female Large Tortoiseshell, of
which we can enthusiastically witness oviposition of 106
eggs in one packet on Sorbus species. We drive to Tourves
for a first exploration. We will once again encounter the
ubiquitous Southern Grizzled Skipper, a number of
Baton Blues and anumber of Small Heaths.

Saturday, April 8,2017 - "ballus-day"'

In Mazaugues we take a walk in 'Les gorges du Camary'
near a shooting range in an old quarry. On the way back
there is a first encounter with a Camberwell Beauty, and a
Spanish Festoon. Also a Wood White crosses our path.

In the afternoon we will explore the surroundings of Cuers
again. The Provence Hairstreak appears to be present
everywhere in small numbers, with a clear preference for
old, obsolete vine and olive tree terraces. However, if there
is spontaneous forestation, the biotopes become less
suitable. In a still used terrace with various olive and fruit
trees we find a superb location with at least 25 Provence
Hairstreaks that have a clear preference for spots with
short vegetation. We even observe oviposition of the
Provence Hairstreak. A Southern Festoon as well as a
nice number of Green-underside Blues are observed.

Sunday, April9,2017 - Camberwell Beauty show
Starting from Hotel les Mimosas in Bormes-les-Mimosas
we walk to find the Chapman's Green Hairstreak. The
host plant of this butterfly is the Strawberry-tree (4rbutus
unedo), abundant in the immediate vicinity of the hotel. We
very quickly spot some Common Blues, some Green-
underside Blues, one Lang's short-tailed Blue, a Small
Copper, and some Green Hairstreaks. Among all the
hairstreaks we also quickly find a number of specimens
with red-brown eye rims and a very clear white continuous
line on the underside of the front wings: Chapman's Green
Hairstreaks! An early Southern White Admiral
gracefully flies by. In a damp valley with a babbling brook,
Jurgen notices a large butterfly. It is the start of a one-hour
spectacle with no less than 6 Camberwell Beauties in the
leading role.
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Sainte-Baume, Biotope Spring Ringlet, 07.04.17 (OH)

Large Tortoiseshell eggs, Cuges-les-Pins, 07.04.17 (DM)

Provence Hairstreak male, Cuers, 08.04.17 (DM)

Southern Festoon female, Cuers, 08.04.17 (DM)



Chapman's Green Hairstreak, Bormes, 11.04.17 (OH)

Nettle-tree Butterfly, Castillon-du-Gard, 11.04.17 (DM)

Southern White Admiral, Castillon-du-Gard, 11.04.17 (DM)

Portugese Dappled White, Estezargues, 11.04.17 (DM)

The end of the walk brings us to a top of a hill where
Scarce Swallowtails, Swallowtails, Wall Brown and
even more Camberwell Beauties exhibit hill topping
behavior.

Monday, April 10,2017 - Col du Landon

In the morning we first take a walk north of Bormes-les-
Mimosas. We see our first Nettle-tree Butterfly, lots of
Green Hairstreak, and Southern Small White.

In a second place, in the vicinity of the top of the Col du
Landon we spot Western Dappled Whites, Small Copper
and anumber of Chapman's Green Hairstreaks.

In Le Lavandou we find a new species for the trip - 2 Queen
of Spain Fritillaries are flying, with also a Southern
Festoon, and a Mallow Skipper nearby. Then we set
course for Castillon du Gard. We are very warmly
welcomed in Maison d'Hétes Vic. Mr Vic turns out to be a
bio vintner with 7ha of vineyards. We take great pleasure in
his offer to taste his own wine.

Tuesday, April 11,2017 - Even more new species

The area around our B&B looks promising. There are some
wooded slopes in the area with open spaces and along the
edges of the vineyards we see quite a few wild corners.
Despite of a lot of wind we immediately see many Nettle-
tree Butterflies, and some Southern White Admirals.
Further on the walk we find numerous Wall Brown, Scarce
Swallowtail, Speckled Wood, Baton Blue and Holly
Blue.

We can also add 5 more species to our list: Berger's
Clouded Yellow, Red-underwing Skipper, a few
Glanville Fritillaries, a Little Blue and a Knapweed
Fritillary. We also see a 'white' Clouded Yellow forma
helice. We continue to search in vain for a first Portuguese
Dappled White. We want to make a last attempt to find it.
About ten kilometers west of Avignon, we stop at about 5
o'clock. Almost immediately we succeed, we find a
Portuguese Dappled White! The right angle at the top of
the rear wing that is typical for the Western Dappled Whites
is missing at the Portuguese Dappled White. We clearly see
the nicely rounded shape.

During the next hour we try to photograph the Portuguese
Dappled Whites in searching for a place to sleep. This is not
easy, because like the Provence Orange-tips we also
observe, they move a lot because of the strong wind. All
possible goals that were pre-set have been achieved!

Wednesday, April 12, 2017 - In search of more Spring
Ringlets

We visit the area around Vauvenargues. We walk from the
top of the Col des Portes (634m) to the Pic des Mouches
(1002m). Everywhere the 'classics' fly that we have already
seen in many places: Baton Blue, Black-eyed Blue,
Green-underside Blues, Wall Brown, Green
Hairstreak, Orange-tip, Provence Orange-tip, Western
Dappled White, and Scarce Swallowtail. Although the
biotope seems quite suitable, the Spring Ringlet does not fly
here, but we do see for the first time Dingy Skipper.
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In the afternoon we drive towards the "Station de ski de
Montagne de Lure" (1850m). The temperatures around
1700h are quite low for butterflies, but the biotope looks
suitable for the Spring Ringlet. We descend back or towards
Saint-Etienne-les-Orgues. A final stop yields a number of
Dingy Skippers.

Thursday, April 13,2017 - All good things come to ...

We start the day with a short exploration of the meadow in
front of our Hotel Saint Clair hotel in Saint-Etienne-les-
Orgues. At first it does not seem like a suitable biotope, but
if you find a place in Belgium with Violet Fritillary, Small
Copper, Mallow Skipper, Scarce Swallowtail, Orange-
tip, Wall Brown, and Glanville Fritillary, this would be a
prime location... A mile further, two Southern Festoons
flutter across the road. We set course for a biotope suitable
for Spring Ringlet, north of Saumane. This time we are
more fortunate. We find a dozen individual Spring
Ringlets spread over a fairly extensive area between 900
and 1200m.

We drive again to the Station de Lure. Despite an extensive
search, we do not find any Spring Ringlet at this location.
We do find our first and only, strongly fledged, Small
Tortoiseshell. Our very last stop northwest of Cruis (910m)
rewards us with 7 additional individual Spring Ringlets.
There we also see, among others, Glanville Fritillary,
Queen of Spain Fritillary, Baton Blue, Spanish Festoon,
Berger's Clouded Yellow, Scarce Swallowtail, Brown
Argus, Dingy Skipper and Green-underside Blue.

Conclusion

This early spring trip brought us beautiful weather and no
less than fifty (50!) different species. Combined with
pleasant company and accompanied by good food and
drinks, this made our trip a great experience. South-East
France offers a wide variety of butterflies and biotopes that
can attract many nature and butterfly lovers.
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Moroccan Orange Tip, Estezargues, 11.04.17 (DM)

Black-eyed Blue, Vauvenargues, 12.04.17 (DM)

Scarce Swallowtail, St-Etienne, 13.04.17 (OH)

Spring Ringlet female, Saumane, 13.04.17 (DM)
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