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Introduction

Welcome to the second edition of European Butterflies. I would like to thank all
the contributors for their articles and photographs. Most of the articles
concentrate on specific butterfly excursions. This is to be expected, as the
maximum enjoyment of butterflies is usually in the field on a nice sunny day. |
am still pleased to welcome articles about Conservation and Life Cycle. One
key issue in the articles is location of rare species. Locations of rare species are
described in general terms so as not to encourage collectors. I hope that any
collectors reading this magazine will transfer their interest to photography and
film. If you are reading the magazine for the first time and would like to
contribute to the next issue of the magazine, please contact me by September
30th2019. I am happy to receive contributions from individuals and societies as
well as organisations with a commercial interest.

It was very disturbing to read recently that scientists have estimated that 60% of
the worlds' wildlife has been lost since 1970. In South and Central America it
could be as much as 90%. People are rapidly polluting and destroying the land,
the oceans and the atmosphere. Unless countries stabilise their populations and
balance their use of resources, the natural world we enjoy so much will be lost.
So called economic wealth creation comes at a huge loss and cost to the natural
world. This has only just begun to be measured and accounted for by companies
and governments.

Jason Sargerson
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Albarracin, 03.08.18

Azure Chalkhill Blue, 30.07.18

Black Satyr, 29.07.18

Cardinal, 01.08.18

Montes Universales, NE Spain, 28 July to 3
August2018

Few people have heard of the Montes Universales, much
less know where it is, but a late summer visit to this largely
ignored area of Spain proved to be quite an eye-opener.
Spain is an interesting country for butterflies, but whilst
many would be aware of the delights on offer in the
Pyrenees and Picos de Europa, anywhere much further
south would generally be seen as dry, arid and with little to
offer to the enthusiast. This reserva nacional is situated
some 200km east of Madrid, with the Sierra de Albarracin
being slightly north of the towns of Cuenca and Teruel, and
forming part of the Sistema Iberico, which runs from
Burgos province in the north west towards the
Mediterranean close to Valencia.

The elevation reaches approximately 1900m, though these
limestone highlands are far more gently undulating than the
more precipitous Spanish ranges to the north.

The general landscape comprises areas of arable land used
for grain as well as extensive arid scrub, along with patches
of juniper, poplar, pine and oak forest. There are several
rivers which rise in the region, including the Guadalaviar
which flows towards Valencia and the Tagus, whose source
is the Fuente de Garcia, found near Frias de Albarracin and
marked by a series of monuments just off the A-1704 main
road. Whilst much of the region appears arid, there is some
low intensity grazing in the more fertile areas and these
places are often where large numbers of butterflies can be
found, including some very interesting endemics. This was
a Greenwings tour, and the timing of the visit was designed
to catch up with as wide a range of species as possible.
Granted, the jewel in the crown of this region, Zapater's
Ringlet, is predominantly an August butterfly, however the
rationale was to cover the early flight period for this species
without losing some of the other desirables which would
likely be disappearing as August progressed.

Day 1 — Local ramblas between Albarracin and
Pozondon

The first day of exploring was 28" July, and with afternoon
highs reaching 36¢ in this region at this time of year, it was
important to make the most of the cooler temperatures in
the early to mid-morning period.

Having arrived in the charming, historic Moorish town of
Albarracin the evening before, after a long drive from
Madrid airport, a visit to a site a mere 10 minute drive away
was perfect. The location was one of the many 'ramblas'
found in this region; dried up river beds which most likely
only see running water in late winter and early spring as a
result of snow melt and storms.

Although the river Guadalaviar was just across the road,
this rambla looked not to have seen any water for some
while. The vegetation was sparse but there were
surprisingly good numbers of butterflies, with the first
species attracting attention being Oberthur's Anomalous
Blue (Polyommatus fabressei).
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Throughout the week there would be no shortage of these,
nor would there be any trouble finding Spanish Chalkhill
Blue (Lysandra albicans), which was also around in the
dozens here. Dry, dusty locations are often attractive to
Hesperids, and one of the highlights was the ubiquity of a
species that is often very scarce elsewhere, Cinquefoil
Skipper (Pyrgus cirsii). This was, by some distance, the
commonest pyrgus throughout the trip and could often be
seen taking minerals from damp ground in sizeable
numbers. Southern Marbled Skipper (Carcharodus
baeticus) was another notable find, with Sage Skipper
(Muschampia proto) also being a welcome addition,
although perhaps not too surprising given the amount of
foodplant in this location.

Perhaps the highlight of Day One was the sighting of
several Southern Hermits (Chazara prieuri), an Iberian
endemic. The odd one or two popped up elsewhere, but this
rambla was the best spot for them without a doubt.

All three Gatekeepers were seen here; Southern (Pyronia
cecilia), Spanish (Bathseba) and the one we're used to at
home (Tithonus), whilst Dusky Heaths (Coenonympha
dorus) were pleasingly abundant.

There was an impressive range of Graylings on show, with
Rock Grayling (Hipparchia alcyone) approaching
pestilent levels. Grayling (semele) and Great Banded
Grayling (Brintesia circe) were also quite abundant,
although it paid to keep one's eyes open because smaller
numbers of the delightful Striped Grayling (Hipparchia
fidia) and the duskier coloured Tree Grayling (statilinus)
were amongst the supporting cast.

In the afternoon, a site towards Pozondon was visited, and
this proved productive due to the presence of some standing
water at the bottom of an overflow underneath a road
bridge. There were tremendous numbers of butterflies
flying around this area, the most notable being Great Sooty
Satyr (Satyrus ferula) which is not shown on the
distribution maps for this area.

Of course, many other species were recorded, including
Cleopatra (Gonepteryx cleopatra), Escher's Blue
(Polyommatus escheri), Hermit (Chazara briseis),
Berger's Clouded Yellow (Colias alfacariensis),
Chapman's Blue (Polyommatus thersites), Black Satyr
(Satyrus actaea), Provencal Fritillary (Melitaea deione)
and Iberian Marbled White (Melanargia lachesis). In
fact, this last species was the commonest of all during the
week, with many thousands seen in practically all habitats.

Day 2 —Gorge near Noguera and Sierra Alta

The following day saw a change of habitat, with the dry and
dusty ramblas near Albarracin being swapped for a
relatively verdant oasis near the village of Noguera. Again,
the presence of a river was critical, with both sides of it
having good quantities and varieties of larval foodplants,
and with the steep rock faces providing protection from the
sun (welcome for both plant life and humans!).
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Cinquefoil Skipper, 31.07.18

Dusky Meadow Brown, 30.07.18

Esper's Marbled White, 01.08.18

Great-banded Grayling, 02.08.18



Noguera, 30.07.18

Hermit, 01.08.18

Iberian Marbled White, 30.07.18

Iberian Scarce Swallowtail, 01.08.18

There were some enjoyable sights to behold right next to
the parking area, with both Oriental and Dusky Meadow
Brown recorded (Hyponephele lupina & lycaon) along
with all five argynnis Fritillaries buzzing around an
extensive patch of thistles.

On the track itself there were several damp patches, and
within a few minutes both Mother of Pearl Blue
(Polyommatus nivescens) and Azure Chalkhill Blue
(Lysandra caelestissima) were observed, along with a
handful of Iberian Scarce Swallowtails (Iphiclides
feisthamelii) and a patrolling Large Tortoiseshell
(Nymphalis polychloros).

In the afternoon, the first attempt to locate Zapater's
Ringlet (Erebia zapateri) was attempted, with a trip to the
1854m Sierra Alta. This was an optimistic move, as if the
insect had emerged then it was more likely to be found at
lower altitudes, and so it proved. However, the best
panoramic view of the week was had at the summit of the
mountain, and satisfying numbers of butterflies were up
there either hill-topping or merely nectaring. These
included Swallowtail, Hermit and even Apollo. A handful
of Purple Shot Coppers were seen on thyme blooms,
whilst a solitary Mountain Argus was also recorded.

Day 3 — Light woodland and grassy meadows near
Moscardon

The next morning was spent at a surprisingly lush, green
site near the village of Moscardon. There were a couple of
long water troughs near the parking area for local shepherds
to bring their sheep to, and this damp area was proving
popular with butterflies even early in the morning. A dozen
or so Damon Blues caught the eye as they pottered around
the troughs although they mysteriously disappeared as the
day warmed up.

This was one of the few sites visited where there was
extensive long grass, and the numbers of butterflies were
quite astounding, with Graylings literally having to be
warded off as they buzzed around human skin looking to
feast on sweat. Within these hordes of insects were the first
False Graylings (Arethusana arethusa) of the week,
although it is likely that prior to this, they had been around
but simply hadn't been spotted amongst the multi-hundreds
of'their similar-looking flying cousins.

One particularly attractive newcomer was Spanish
Chestnut Heath (Coenonympha glycerion f. iphinoides),
which possesses a beautiful array of hindwing spots more
akin to Russian Heath than the nominate form of this
species.

Such was the spectacle of numbers that another fly-by
Apollo was casually dismissed, although ironically, the
week's first Black Veined White generated significant
interest! The long grass also harboured Small (Thymelicus
sylvestris) and Lulworth Skippers (acteon), whilst
Southern Brown Argus (Aricia cramera), Mallow
Skipper (Carcharodus alceae) and Southern White
Admiral (Limenitis reducta) were also recorded.
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Day 4 —Countryside beyond Terriente

The next day saw a trip into the wild countryside beyond
Terriente where the Rio Cabriel flows. Much of the
landscape was arid but again, there were areas which held
sufficient ground water to allow meadows to prosper and it
was here that the first Esper's Marbled Whites
(Melanargia russiae) were encountered, easy to separate
from the ubiquitous Iberian Marbled Whites due to the
greater extent of black markings on the upperwings. Both
Lesser Marbled (Brenthis ino) and Twin Spot Fritillary
(Brenthis hecate) were on the wing here, along with Silver
Spotted (Hesperia comma) and Olive Skipper (Pyrgus
serratulae). A boggy patch (something of a rarity in these
parts) was spotted at the far end of the grassland with huge
numbers of flowering thistles, and a careful walk into this
area provided a real treat — stupendous numbers of
butterflies were nectaring here, with many, many different
species present. Fritillaries were probably best represented,
but there were also Hermits & Southern Hermits, along
with commoner species such as the various Graylings,
Peacock and Comma. Blue Spot Hairstreak (Satyrium
spini) and llex Hairstreak (Satyrium ilicis) were recorded
nearby in the scrub. Suddenly, a black butterfly was spotted
flying past the thistle patch —a Zapater's Ringlet. Sadly, it
flew purposefully towards the rocky slope and was lost
without being seen settled.

Day 5— Cabriel waterfall and return to meadow beyond
Terriente

A repeat visit to the Zapater's site was undertaken the
following day, although en route a stop was made at a
waterfall which turned up Spanish Purple Hairstreak
(Laeosopis roboris) as well as good numbers of puddling
blues, including Lang's Short Tailed Blue (Leptotes
pirithous). Later on, having revisited the meadow and
parked the vehicle right beside the thistle patch that had
proved so productive the previous day, another Zapater's
Ringlet was immediately spotted. Thankfully, this one
came down in a damp area but was constantly bothered by
the many bees which were themselves taking fluids. It
briefly settled on a grass stem allowing a handful of photos
before taking off and disappearing. Clearly, the flight
period of this species was only just beginning. Both
specimens seen appeared extremely fresh and it is probable
that many more individuals would be recorded should the
area be visited later on in August.

Day 6 —Return to the rambla and Noguera

The final full day was spent at two sites that had been
productive earlier on in the week. The fact that no new
species for the trip were observed is testimony to how
successful the first five days had been. Again, Southern
Hermit was recorded at the rambla whilst Mother of Pearl
Blue was still going strong at the Noguera ssite. Yet again, by
early afternoon, temperatures had reached the mid thirties
and with persistently clear blue skies, it was time to retreat
to the base in Albarracin for the final time.
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Lesser Marbled Fritillary, 01.08.18

Mother of Pearl Blue, 01.08.18

Southern Brown Argus, 02.08.18

Southern Hermit, 29.07.18
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