+ Swiss +

Narrow Gauge
Volume One: West

Jason Sargerson

Charaxes Publications



Contents

Introduction, Books and Websites 3 GGB - Gornergrat Bahn 20
AL - Aigle-Leysin 4 LEB - Lausanne-Eschallens-Bercher 21
AOMC - Aigle-Ollon-Monthey-Champery 5 MGB - Matterhorn Gotthard Bahn 22,23
ASD - Aigle-Sepey-Diablerets 6 MBE - Mont-Blanc Express 24,25
BAM - Biére-Apples-Morges 7 MOB - Montreux Oberland Bernois 26,27
ASm - Aare Seeland mobil 8,9 MTGN - Montreux-Territet-Glion-Naye 28
BC - Blonay Chamby 10 MG - Monte Generoso 29
BTI - Biel-Tauffelen-Ins 11 NStCM - Nyon-St.Cergue-Morez 30
BVB - Bex-Villars-Bretaye 12,13 TRN - Transports Régionaux Neuchatelois 31
CEV - Chemins de fer Electriques Veveysans 14 TPF - Transports Publics Fribourgeois 32
CM - Chamonix-Montenvers 15 TTE - Trains Touristique d'Emosson 33

CJ - Chemins de fer du Jura 16 YSteC - Yverdon-Ste.Croix 34
FLP - Ferrovia Luganesi Ponte Tresa 17 Map of Swiss Railways (Courtesy of STC) 35
FART - Ferrovie Autolinee Regionali Ticinese 18, 19

(Centovalli)

Copyright text © Jason Sargerson
Copyright photographs © Jason Sargerson

Published 2013 by Charaxes Publications, 17 Muirfield Park, Hull, East Yorkshire, HUS 3JF, United Kingdom.
Reprinted 2015.

Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this guide are accurate, but neither the author nor the publisher can
accept any responsibility for any loss, injury or inconvenience which may arise from the use of this guide.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior consent of the publishers.

The author would like to thank the following people for their encouragement and assistance in the publication of this book:
Malcolm Bulpitt, David Stevenson, Dave Caulfield, Joanne Foster, Robert Ward, Joyce Ward.

Printed by Artyfax Commercial Printers, Hull

ISBN: 978-0-9575048-1-3

Front Cover Image:
MGB - Tdsch - ABDeh 4/8 - 01.07.13

Back Cover Images:
Top: Centovalli - Camedo Viaduct - ABe 4/6 - 26.06.10
Bottom: MBE - Montroc, Aiguille Vert - BDeh 4/8 - 03.07.11



Introduction

Switzerland has a comprehensive standard gauge and
narrow gauge railway network. The narrow gauge railways
complement the standard gauge allowing access to all parts
ofthe country. Narrow gauge is defined as 1000mm (metre)
or less, compared to the standard gauge of 1435mm.

There are over 40 Narrow Gauge railways so I have divided
them approximately between those in the east and those in
the west. This volume covers the west, including railways
in the south. Each railway is described in terms of their
location and type of line. The key motive power is
described and the route of the line. Heritage or historic
services are mentioned if applicable.

This book is intended to be complementary to the more
detailed guides such as those describing lines and history or
those describing rolling stock and motive power.

Photographs

My aim is to photograph 'The Railway in the Landscape'.
Most of the photographs illustrate the scenery as well as the
railway. In the town, this includes churches, stations, roads
and other significant buildings. In the countryside, this
includes lakes, rivers, hills and mountains. Photographs are
described by railway, place, motive power and date.

Books and Websites

Swiss Travel Wonderland (1972): Cecil J Allen.

This is a comprehensive guide to all forms of transport in
Switzerland. An inspiring book, still available second-
hand, due an update.

Bradt: Switzerland without a Car (2013): Anthony
Lambert. This is a superb guide to travelling on public
transport, including very importantly, detailed information
about hotels.

Swiss Railways (2009): David Haydock, Peter Fox and
Brian Garvin. This Platform 5 handbook has full details of
all railways and their motive power. Information on tram
systems and museum lines is included.

The Essential Guide to Swiss Heritage and Tourist
Railways (2007): Mervyn Jones. This excellent guide has
details of all lines including rolling stock and brief history.

Schweers and Wall: Rail Atlas of Switzerland (2012). This
has very detailed maps, including lakes and mountains as
well as railways.

www.swissrailsoc.org

This is the website of the Swiss Railways Society. This has
links to most other railways in Switzerland as well as
information about the society. Members sometimes receive
adiscount on Swiss Passes.

www.swissheritagerailways.com
This website has a good photograph gallery and a very
useful calendar of heritage workings.

GGB - Gornergrat, Matterhorn - Bhe 2/4 - 11.09.78

www.schmalspurbahn.ch

This website has historic information about the Rhétische
Bahn and also hosts the popular webcam of the Hotel
Grischuna in Filisur.

www.railfaneurope.net
This website has coverage of all the Swiss Narrow Gauge
lines, with both current and archive photographs.

www.stc.co.uk

This is the Swiss Travel Company website belonging to
SBB — the Swiss Federal Railways. The very useful Swiss
Pass can be ordered here.

www.sbb.ch

This is the website of the Swiss Federal Railways. It is
possible to timetable any journey you wish to make by
public transport. Private Railways and bus journeys are
included. Full details of times, changes required and prices
are given.

WWW.SWiss.com

This is the website of Swiss — the Swiss airline.
Comprehensive flights to Switzerland are available at
reasonable prices, particularly if you book up to 6 months in
advance and travel midweek.



AL - Aigle, avoiding cars - BDeh 4/4 - 05.06.08

AL - Aigle station, Dents du Midi - BDh 4/4 - 27.07.09

AL - Aigle, Rue de la Gare - BDeh 4/4 - 28.07.07

Aigle-Leysin (AL)

The Aigle-Leysin (AL) line is part of
the TPC group (Transports Publics du
Chablais) which runs bus services and

three other railways in the canton of
Vaud.

The 6.2km metre gauge railway uses
the Abt rack system. It runs between
Aigle and Leysin and is electrified at
1500V DC. The depot for the line is
located 1km from the Aigle terminus.

The key units on the line are the SIG
BDeh 4/4 two car units built in 1966
numbered 301 and 302 and the
Bombardier two car units built in 1987
and1993, numbered 311, 312 and 313.
These have been liveried in brown and
cream for many years but a new green
and white livery is now being applied.

The railway starts outside Aigle SBB
station and the trains proceed toward
the station and then take a sharp right up
the Rue de la Gare. This is an
interesting on the street section with the
train negotiating the line slowly
because the traffic is oncoming and has
to divert into parking spaces or into side
streets. The train follows Rue de la Gare
and turns sharply into the depot making
areverse. Here the rack is engaged and
with the power car at the rear of the train
it climbs steadily out of the valley.
There are good views over the
vineyards and the ASD (Aigle Sepey
Diableret) line. The Abt rack allows
gradients as steep as 23% and the three
stations at Leysin (Village, Feyday and
Grand Hotel) are reached in less than 30
minutes.

There are regular trains hourly,
connecting well with the SBB at Aigle
and the other two lines of the TPC
found at Aigle: the Aigle-Ollon-
Monthey-Champery (AOMC) and the
Aigle-Sepey-Diablerets (ASD). This is
an interesting line with street running
and good views of the Rhone Valley.



Aigle-Ollon-Monthey-Champery (AOMCQC)

The Aigle-Ollon-Monthey-Champery (AOMC) line is part
of the TPC group (Transports Publics du Chablais) which
runs bus services and three other railways in the canton of
Vaud.

The two sections of this railway run from Aigle to Monthey
(11.2km) and from Monthey to Champery (12.2km). This
metre gauge railway is electrified at 850V DC and uses the
Strub rack system. The depot for the line is located just
outside Aigle.

The key units on the line are the SWP BDeh 4/4 two car
units built in 1987 and 1992 numbered 501 to 503 and the
Bombardier Beh 4/8 two car units built in 2001, numbered
591 and 592. These have been liveried in red and white for a
number of years but a new green and white livery is now
being applied.

The railway starts outside Aigle SBB station and the trains
proceed away from the station in the opposite direction to
the Aigle Leysin trains. The trains run without rack
assistance on the section to Monthey, climbing up to Ollon
and running briskly across the wide Rhone Valley over the
motorway, SBB tracks and the River Rhone.

In Monthey there is street-side running up to Place du
Marche where it joins the line from Champery. The SBB
station is a 10 minute downhill walk from the terminus at
Monthey-Ville. At the terminus the trains reverse and head
back to Place du Marche before engaging the Strub rack and
making the climb to Champery with gradients to a
maximum of 13%. The railway follows the River La Vieze
and there are good views over Monthey before running into
the mountains to reach Champery. From Aigle, the journey
to Ollon takes 6 minutes, to Monthey is 24 minutes and to
Champery is 60 minutes.

There are regular trains hourly, connecting well with the
SBB at Aigle and the other two lines of the TPC found at
Aigle: the Aigle-Leysin (AL) and the Aigle-Sepey-
Diablerets (ASD). This is an interesting line with two
distinct sections, including street running in Monthey and a
mountain section with good views up to the commanding
Dents du Midi above.

AOMC - Aigle station - BDeh 4/4 - 25.07.09

AOMC - Aigle station - Beh 4/8 - 26.07.07

AOMC - Champery - BDeh 4/4 - 25.07.07

AOMC - Monthey - Be 4/4 - 25.07.09

AOMC - Monthey TPC station - Beh 4/8 - 26.07.07



ASD - Aigle, Avenue de Lose - BDe 4/4 - 26.07.07

ASD - Aigle, Avenue du Chamossaire - BDe 4/4 - 26.07.07

ASD - Les Diablerets - BDe 4/4 - 27.07.07

Aigle-Sepey-Diablerets (ASD)

The Aigle-Sepey-Diablerets (ASD)
line is part of the TPC group
(Transports Publics du Chablais) which
runs bus services and three other
railways in the canton of Vaud.

This railway also has two sections
running from Aigle to Le Sepey
(13.8km) and from Les Planches to Les
Diablerets (8.5km). This metre gauge
railway is electrified at 1500V DC and
the depot for the line is at Aigle.

The key units on the line are the BDe
4/4 two car units built in 1987
numbered 401 to 404. These have been
liveried in blue and white for a number
of years but a new green and white
livery is now being applied.

The railway starts outside Aigle SBB
station and the trains proceed away
from the station and turn sharply from
the SBB tracks and into the Avenue de
Lose. The train continues street running
up the Avenue du Chamossaire and
makes a large sweeping turn around the
Chateau Aigle. Passing through
vineyards and woodland the railway
follows the River Grande Eau. At Les
Planches the track branches and there is
a lkm diversion to Le Sepey. The train
reverses at Le Sepey and passes Les
Planches once again and heads further
up the valley to Les Diablerets. The
journey to Le Sepey takes 30 minutes
and it takes a further 20 minutes to
reach Les Diablerets.

The timetable here is not at regular
intervals, the longest wait between
trains can be up to 75 minutes. Most
trains connect with the SBB at Aigle
and the other two lines of the TPC
found at Aigle: the Aigle-Leysin (AL)
and the Aigle-Ollon-Monthey-
Champery (AOMC). This line is less
well used than the others belonging to
the TPC. Modernisation of the
signalling following recent accidents
implies that the service will be
sustained.



Biere-Apples-Morges (BAM)

The Biere-Apples-Morges (BAM) line
is part of the MBC group (Morges-
Biere-Cossonay) which runs bus
services as well as this railway in the
canton of Vaud.

The railway has two sections; from
Morges to Biere via Apples is 19.1km,
and from the junction at Apples the line
to L'Isle-Mont-le-Ville is 10.7km. This
metre gauge railway is electrified at
15000V AC and the depots for the line
are at Biere and L'Isle.

The key units on the line are the ACMV
Be 4/4 two car units built in 1981
numbered 11, 12, 14 and 15. There are
two SLM Ge 4/4 electric locomotives
supplied in 1994 for hauling freight.
The livery for the units and locomotives
is an attractive green and white.

The railway starts at Morges SBB
station and runs toward Geneva
following the main line before curving
away toward the Jura. The line runs
through the countryside passing the old
castle at Vufflens, continuing to Apples
where the connecting train to L’Isle
awaits. The service from Morges
departs to Biere, passing the short line
to Biere Casernes.

From Apples there is either a single
railcar service to L’Isle or a minibus
service. There are fine views of the alps
toward Bulle to be seen on the return
journey to Morges.

The journey to Biere takes 30 minutes
and it takes 15 minutes to reach L'Isle
from Apples. There are trains hourly to
Biere and they connect well with the
SBB at Morges. This is a scenic, rural
line with some interesting freight and
typical Swiss countryside.

BAM - Apples - Be 4/4 - 04.06.08

BAM - Biere - Be 4/4 - 04.06.08

BAM - Morges - Ge 4/4 - 04.06.08



ASm - Aarwangen - Be 4/8 - 27.07.12

ASm - Solothurn Rotistrasse - Be 4/8 - 29.05.12

ASm - Langenthal - Be 4/8 - 29.05.12

ASm - Solothurn, St Ursus Cathedral - Be 4/8 - 29.07.12

Aare Seeland mobil (ASm)

The Aare Seeland mobil group runs a bus operation and
three railways in the cantons of Bern and Solothurn. The
Solothurn Niederbipp Bahn (SNB) is the part of the system
described here. The railway runs between Solothurn and
Langenthal via Niederbipp. This 24.5km metre gauge line
is electrified at 1200V DC. There are two sections to the
line, the Solothurn to Niederbipp section is 14.5km and the
Niederbipp to Langenthal section is a further 11.0km. In
late 2012 a new section opened from Niederbipp to
Oensingen, a distance of 2.2km. There are two depots on
the line, one at Wiedlisbach and the other just outside
Langenthal. The key units on the line are the
Stadler/Bombardier three car, low floor Be 4/8 'STAR ' units
that were delivered in 2008. The first three are Jupiter No
110, Merkur No 111 and Venus No 112. The livery for these
units is a mid-red. A further three units were delivered in
2010.

The railway starts at Solothurn outside the main station in
Luzernstrasse. It crosses the River Aare down the middle
of Rotistrasse with good views of the Cathedral of St Ursus.
The line passes Baseltor and runs beside Baselstrasse. It
parallels the river through the countryside, with a shelf of
the Jura to the left. It passes the depot at Wiedlisbach and
the town of Oberbipp to reach Niederbipp in 25 minutes.
Here the train meets the opposite service from Langenthal.
Our train reverses here and passes under the main SBB line
and heads for Langenthal. The railway runs through
farmland and mature woodland before reaching Bannwil. A
broad sweep of the line near the River Aare takes us back
across the river and past the castle at Aarwangen Schloss.
The line runs into Aarwangen station and then climbs uphill
through the streets with traffic on both sides of the train. It is
often a squeeze amongst the traffic. The line eventually
leaves the road and passes through more woodland before
reaching the depot and then turns into Langenthal main
station.

The journey in total takes about 50 minutes. There are
regular trains at 30 minute intervals in both directions
except in the middle of the afternoon and later evenings.
Trains connect well with the SBB at Solothurn, Niederbipp
and Langenthal. This is an interesting line with street
running at both ends and some attractive countryside with
good views of the River Aare.

ASm - Solothurn - Be 4/8 - 29.05.12



ASm - Solothurn - Be 4/8 - 27.07.12

ASm - Niederbipp - Be 4/8 - 29.05.12
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