Jason Sargerson

Charaxes Publications




Contents

Introduction, Books and Websites 3
AB - Appenzellerbahn 4
AAR(WSB) - Aargauer Agglomerations Regionalverkehr 5

BDWM - Bremgarten Dietikon Wohlen Meisterschwanden 6,7

BDB - Ballenberg Dampfbahn 8

BLM - Bergbahn Lauterbrunnen-Miirren 8

BOB - Berner Oberland Bahn 9

BRB - Brienz-Rothorn-Bahn 10
DFB - Dampfbahn-Furka-Bergstrecke 11
FB - Forchbahn 12,13
FW - Frauenfeld-Wil Bahn 14
JB - Jungfraubahn 15
MIB - Meiringen-Innertkirchen Bahn 16
PB - Pilatus Bahn 17
RBS - Regionalverkehr Bern-Solothurn 18

RhB - Arosa 19
RhB - Albula 20, 21
RhB - Bernina 22,23
RhB - Davos 24
RhB - Engadine 25
RhB - Historic 26,27
RhB - Rhine 28
RhW - Rheineck Walzenhausen 29
SPB - Schynigge Platte Bahn 30
TB - Trogener Bahn 31
WAB - Wengernalpbahn 32
WB - Waldenburgerbahn 33
ZB - Zentralbahn 34
Map of Switzerland (Courtesy of STC) 35

Copyright text © Jason Sargerson
Copyright photographs © Jason Sargerson
Published 2014 by Charaxes Publications, 17 Muirfield Park, Hull, East Yorkshire, HUS 3JF, United Kingdom

Every effort has been made to ensure the contents of this guide are accurate, but neither the author nor the publisher can
accept any responsibility for any loss, injury or inconvenience which may arise from the use of this guide.

All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior consent of the publishers.

The author would like to thank the following people for their encouragement and assistance in the publication of this book:
Malcolm Bulpitt, David Stevenson, Dave Caulfield, Joanne Foster, Robert Ward, Joyce Ward.

Printed by Artyfax Commercial Printers, Hull

ISBN: 978-0-9575048-2-0

(%] Swiss [#] + Swiss +
Butterflies Narrow Gauge

Sargerson Jason Sargerson

Charaxes Publications

Other booklets also available direct from Jason Sargerson.

Front Cover Image:
RhB Bernina - Le Prese, Bernina Express - ABe 4/41-31.07.07

Back Cover Images:
Top: RhB Bernina - Le Prese and Sasalb - ABe 4/4 11 - 31.07.07
Bottom: WAB - Grindelwald, Wetterhorn - BDHe 4/8 - 31.07.10



Introduction

Switzerland has a comprehensive
standard gauge and narrow gauge
railway network. The narrow gauge
railways complement the standard
gauge allowing access to all parts of the
country. Narrow gauge is defined as
1000mm (metre) gauge or less,
compared to the standard gauge of
1435mm.

There are over 40 Narrow Gauge
railways so I have divided them
approximately between those in the
east and those in the west. This volume
covers the east, including railways in
the north and the centre. I have
separated the Rhitische Bahn (RhB)
into the separate lines to devote more
space to them. Each railway is

described in terms of their location and

type of line. The key motive power is described and the
route of the line. Heritage or historic services are mentioned
ifapplicable. This book is intended to be complementary to
the more detailed guides such as those describing lines and
history or those describing rolling stock and motive power.

Photographs

My aim is to photograph 'The Railway in the Landscape’'.
Most of the photographs illustrate the scenery as well as the
railway. In the town, this includes churches, stations, roads
and other significant buildings. In the countryside, this
includes lakes, rivers, hills and mountains. Photographs are
described by railway, place, motive power and date.

Books and Websites

Swiss Travel Wonderland (1972): Cecil J Allen.

This is a comprehensive guide to all forms of transport in
Switzerland. An inspiring book, still available second-
hand, due an update.

Bradt: Switzerland without a Car (2013): Anthony
Lambert. This is a superb guide to travelling on public
transport, including very importantly, detailed information
about hotels.

Swiss Railways (2009): David Haydock, Peter Fox and
Brian Garvin. This excellent Platform 5 handbook has full
details of all railways and their motive power. Information
on tram systems and museum lines is included.

The Essential Guide to Swiss Heritage and Tourist
Railways (2007): Mervyn Jones. This excellent guide has
details of all lines including rolling stock and brief history.

Schweers and Wall: Rail Atlas of Switzerland (2012). This
has very detailed maps, including lakes and mountains as
well as railways.

RhB - Alp Griim - Allegra - 05.08.14
www.swissrailsoc.org
This is the website of the Swiss Railways Society. This has
links to most other railways in Switzerland as well as
information about the society. Members sometimes receive
adiscount on Swiss Passes.

www.swissheritagerailways.com
This website has a good photograph gallery and a very
useful calendar of heritage workings.

www.schmalspurbahn.ch
This website has historic information about the Rhétische

Bahn and also hosts the popular webcam of the Hotel
Grischuna in Filisur.

www.railfaneurope.net
This website has coverage of all the Swiss Narrow Gauge
lines, with both current and archive photographs.

www.ste.co.uk

This is the Swiss Travel Company website belonging to
SBB — the Swiss Federal Railways. The very useful Swiss
Pass can be ordered here.

www.sbb.ch

This is the website of the Swiss Federal Railways. It is
possible to timetable any journey you wish to make by
public transport. Private Railways and bus journeys are
included. Full details of times, changes required and prices
are given.

WWW.SWiss.com

This is the website of Swiss — the Swiss airline.
Comprehensive flights to Switzerland are available at
reasonable prices, particularly if you book up to 6 months in
advance and travel midweek.



AB - Appenzell - BDeh 4/4 - 29.07.08

AB - St Gallen - BDeh 4/4 - 31.07.10

AB - Gossau - BDe 4/4 - 29.07.08

AB - St Gallen - BDeh 4/4 - 01.08.14

Appenzellerbahnen (AB)

The Appenzellerbahnen (AB) runs three routes based in the
cantons of St Gallen and Appenzell. The first line runs from
St Gallen to Appenzell via Gais, a distance of 20.1km. The
second line runs from Wasserauen via Appenzell to Herisau
and Gossau, a distance of 32.1km. The third line runs from
Gais to Altstétten Stadt a distance of 7.7km.

These metre gauge lines use the Riggenbach rack system on
the line leaving St Gallen, and the Strub system on the line
from Gais to Altstitten. The lines are electrified at 1500V
DC with depots at Gais, Appenzell, Wasserauen and
Herisau.

The key units on the St Gallen line are the SLM BDeh 4/4
units delivered in 1981. On the Altstétten line the BDeh 4/4
units were built in 1993.0n the Wasserauen line the units
are adhesion only and are BDe 4/4 built in 1986 and 1993.
The livery for the stock is red.

The line from St Gallen begins outside the SBB station next
to the railway for the Trogenerbahn. It proceeds in an uphill
curve on the rack, with good views of St Gallen. The
railway accompanies the road as a roadside tramway to
Teufen. It then passes through farmland and small villages
to reach Gais. Here there is a sharp curve at the station
taking the train in the direction of Appenzell. The railway
travels through the lowland hills to reach Appenzell,
passing over the River Sitter.

At Wasserauen the line sets off for Appenzell through
farmland and low hills, following the River Sitter. After
meeting the connecting train at Appenzell, the line traverses
the countryside to Urnédsch, where it turns sharply. The line
then runs downhill to Herisau. At Herisau the line crosses
over the SOB line and curves back to Gossau, terminating
outside the SBB station.

The line to Altstitten starts at Gais, running across the
plateau before descending sharply on the rack. It runs into
Altstétten Stadt, terminating here, some distance from the
SBB station, which is connected by bus.

There are regular trains at 30 minute intervals between St
Gallen and Appenzell, with the journey taking 44 minutes.
There are trains every 30 minutes between Wasserauen and
Gossau with a journey time of 54 minutes. There are hourly
trains from Gais to Altstédtten with the journey taking 22
minutes. There are good connections with the SBB at St
Gallen, Herisau and Gossau. These are scenic rural lines
linking key towns in the Appenzell region with the main
SBBroutes.

Heritage Services are operated by steam locomotive G 3/4
No 14 between Appenzell and Wasserauen on summer
Sundays.



AAR(WSB) - Aargauer Agglomerations
Regionalverkehr

The Wynental and Suhrental Bahn (WSB) runs bus services
and two railway lines in the Aarau region. The two railway
lines run from Aarau to Menziken (22.0km) and from Aarau
to Schoftland (10.2km).

These metre gauge lines are electrified at 750V DC. There
are three depots for the line at Aarau, Menziken and
Schoftland.

The key units on the line are the two car, SWA (Stadler) Be
4/8 units normally liveried in silver, although advertising
liveries make a welcome change. These have been
augmented with units bought from the BDWM so that there
are ten mixed units, comprising one car of the original WSB
unit and one car from the BDWM. These ten units are
numbers 28 to 32 and 35 to 39. Units 33 and 34 remain as
original WSB sets.

The platforms and approach lines for the WSB at Aarau
station have undergone an upgrade in 2012. The line to
Menziken now follows the old alignment of the SBB link
through the suburbs of Aarau to Suhr. The line cuts under
the SBB tracks from Zofingen to Lenzburg to reach Suhr. It
continues beside the road, past fields of maize and wheat,
following the River Wyna to Teufenthal. There are a
possible 18 stops on the line with several crossing points for
oncoming trains. Right hand running is favoured
throughout. The trains continue beside the road and run into
the enclosed train shed at Menziken after a journey of
approximately 40 minutes.

The railway to Schoftland sets off from Aarau in the
opposite direction to the line to Menziken. It now tunnels
under Aarau to emerge at Binzerhof. Trains run alongside
the road through small towns before reaching
Oberentfelden. At Oberentfelden the line crosses the SBB
line from Zofingen to Lenzburg. The first fields of maize
are seen at Muhen and the line follows the River Suhre
through the countryside to Schoftland. There are a possible
13 stops on the line and the journey to Schoftland takes 25
minutes.

There are regular trains at 15 minute intervals to both
destinations, connecting with the SBB at Aarau. The trains
run as a continuous circuit, leaving Menziken to run
through Aarau and on to Schoftland, then making the return
trip back to Menziken. These are key local routes serving
communities close to Aarau.

AAR - Menziken - Be 4/8 - 28.07.12

AAR - Binzenhof - Be 4/8 - 29.07.12

AAR - Schoftland - Be 4/8 - 28.07.12

AAR - Unterentfelden Post - Be 4/8 - 28.07.12



BDWM - Leaving Dietikon - Be 4/8 - 04.08.10

BDWM - Bremgarten, River Reuss - BDe 8/8 - 04.08.10

BDWM - Bremgarten, River Reuss - ABe 4/8 - 28.07.12

BDWM - Bremgarten - ABe 4/8 - 30.07.12

Bremgarten Dietikon Wohlen Meisterschwanden
BDWM

The Bremgarten Dietikon Wohlen Meisterschwanden
(BDWM) railway runs from Dietikon to Wohlen, a distance
of 18.9km, in the canton of Aargau. This metre gauge line is
electrified at 1200V DC and the depot for the line is at
Bremgarten.

The key units for the line are the Stadler built ABe 4/8 three
car sets, introduced in 2010. The livery for these units is
grey, red and white, with one unit in a black advertising
livery.

The railway starts from platform 11 at Dietikon station. It
immediately turns out of Bahnhofplatz down Kirchplatz
past the church of St.Agatha. Trains continue through
Dietikon and uphill alongside the road. There are several
passing loops and double track sections. A sharp right at the
top of the hill after Dietikon Stofellbach takes the line into
open country following Bernstrasse. At the summit of the
line at Berikon-Widen (550m) there is a curved double
track section. The line then doubles back through Zufikon
Hammergut, before dropping down into Bremgarten. After
passing through Bremgarten Obertor, the line crosses the
River Reuss carrying on to Bremgarten West. From here the
train runs through woodland, usually passing
Erdmanlistein without stopping and on to Wohlen, where
the trains stop outside the SBB station.

The journey from Dietikon to Bremgarten West takes 30
minutes and the service is every 15 minutes. Each half hour
the trains are extended to Wohlen with the journey taking
another 10 minutes (total journey time 40 minutes). Trains
connect well with the SBB at Dietikon and Wohlen.

This is an interesting line with street running in Dietikon

and views over attractive countryside. Bremgarten has
buildings, churches and bridges of historical interest.

BDWM - Dietikon, St.Agatha - ABe 4/8 - 11.07.11



BDWM - Bremgarten, River Reuss - ABe 4/8 - 28.07.12

BDWM - Bremgarten - ABe 4/8 - 04.08.10



BDB - Giswil - G 3/3 - 04.08.13

BDB - Giswil turntable - G 3/3 - 04.08.13

BLM - Mtirren - Be 4/4 - 28.07.09

BLM - Winteregg - Be 4/4 and Be 4/4 (Asm) - 05.07.13

Ballenberg-Dampfbahn (BDB)

The Ballenberg-Dampfbahn (BDB) operates occasional
historic steam services from Interlaken on both the Berner
Oberland Bahn and the Zentralbahn. The distance from
Interlaken to Giswil on the Zentralbahn is 44.7km.

Both these metre gauge lines use the Riggenbach rack
system enabling operation of the rack steam locomotives.
The depot for the locomotives is at Interlaken Ost.

There are three steam locomotives: G 3/4 No 208, built in
1913 — a non- rack locomotive, and rack locomotives HG
3/3No 1067 and 1068, builtin 1910 and 1926 respectively.

Trains are often operated by the non-rack locomotive to
Meiringen and then over the Brunig Pass by the rack
locomotive to Giswil. There are usually five trips per year
on Sundays, one in July, two in August and two in
September. The journey from Interlaken to Giswil takes a
leisurely 3 hours and 45 minutes, to fit in with the regular
Zentralbahn services. There are occasional charter trips on
the Berner Oberland Bahn up to Lauterbrunnen or
Grindelwald from Interlaken. All these excursions are on
scenic valley lines with good views of the central lakes and
mountains.

Bergbahn Lauterbrunnen-Miirren (BLM)

The Bergbahn Lauterbrunen-Miirren (BLM) is part of the
Jungfrau group of railways. The line runs from Griitschalp
to Miirren, a distance of 4.3km, in the canton of Bern.

This metre gauge line is electrified at 550V DC. The depot
for the line is at Griitschalp. The key units on the line are the
SIG single car Be 4/4 units delivered in 1967. The units are
inan orange and cream livery.

The railway starts at Griitschalp, reached from
Lauterbrunnen by the cable car opened in December 2006.
It travels along a shelf high above the Liitschine Valley.
Opposite, the magnificent peaks of the Eiger, Monch and
Jungfrau almost appear to be within touching distance.
High Brown and Heath Fritillaries frequent the line-side
meadow flowers along with Chalkhill Blues and Apollo
butterflies. The railway has a passing point at Winteregg,
and follows the walking path all the way to Miirren. Trains
terminate on the north side of the car free village, from
where it is a ten minute walk through the village to the cable
car for the Schilthorn.

There are regular trains at either 30 minute or 15 minute
intervals, with the journey taking just under 15 minutes.
This is a spectacular mountain line providing an essential
link between Miirren and Lauterbrunnen.
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